flower occurring in mid-October at Starkville (latitude 338469 N), intermediate to T2 (1 October) and E41 (30 October) at the same location.
Whitten was derived and selected as a single plant from the S 2 (F 3 ) segregating array of a cross of E41 (PI 532873) (Wilson et al., 1965) , an improved cultivar with undivided leaf shape, and a powdery mildew resistant selection of 'Guatemala 45' made during the 1994 growing season. Whitten was tested in nursery plots on the research facilities of MAFES in 1996 and 1997. Seed of individual plants was increased during winter months in the greenhouse by sectioning living stalks and rooting each section. Whitten was developed and increased during the terminus of the 1988 Federal Kenaf Initiative, so trans-U.S. testing was not possible. Whitten has been extensively field tested in Mississippi, at Experiment Stations in Poplarville (2004) , Brooksville (1999) , Starkville (1999 Starkville ( -2002 Starkville ( and 2004 and various locations in the western alluvial plain of Mississippi and Tennessee (Money, MS 1999; Payne, MS 2000; Memphis, TN 2002) . Tests were also conducted at Safford Agricultural Center, Tucson, AZ (Clark and Carpenter, 1998) ). Whitten also performed significantly better than all other test cultivars for resistance to powdery mildew in greenhouse and field screenings at Starkville. When evaluated on a 1-to-5 rating scale, on which a rating of 1 means the plant shows no a mean rating of 1.0, significantly better t Dowling, T2, E41, and Gregg with mean mild 3.3, 3.3, 3.4, 4.0, and 4.5, respectively. Mean bast fiber percentage as calculated Sij et al. (1993) ). Seed of Whitten will be maintained Southern Regional Plant Introduction Statio Small quantities of seed will be made avail and breeding purposes on request.
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